
 
 

Alisal   USD   is   poised   to   begin   remote   instruction   on   Aug.   5.   District   administrators   held  
two   town   hall   meetings   on   July   16,   2020,   to   answer   questions   about   the   2020-21   school  
year.   Many   questions   were   received,   and   this   document   attempts   to   answer   some   of   the  

most   pressing   questions   related   to   the   start   of   the   school   year.   Questions   related   to  
instruction   and   how   teaching   will   look   like   in   the   classroom   will   be   answered   in   a  

separate   document   in   the   upcoming   weeks.   
 

General   Information  
 
 

Q:   How   will   instruction   be   at   Alisal   in   the   fall?   Will   all   instruction   be   online   --   including   for  
Preschool,   TK,   Kinder,   and   elementary   grades?  
A:   Alisal   trustees   voted   on   July   15,   2020,   to   begin   the   2020-21   school   year   with   remote  
instruction.   Instruction   will   begin   on   Aug.   5,   as   it   was   previously   scheduled.   All   grades,   including  
TK,   Kindergarten,   and   elementary   grades   will   be   meeting   remotely   until   conditions   change.  
The   one   exception   will   be   general   education   preschool.   Preschool   is   licensed   as   child   care,  
therefore   preschool   will   be   able   to   meet   in   person.   Special   Education,   however,   does   not   have  
the   same   licensing   exemption.   Classes   will   begin   with   no   more   than   five   children   at   a   time   once  
a   week   until   instruction   for   TK-6   goes   hybrid.    During   the   hybrid   model,   preschool   will   meet   4  
days   a   week.   
 
Q:   What   is   the   process   for   new   enrollments   into   preschool?  
A:   On   the   District’s   website,   Alisal.org,   parents   can   find   a   button   that   reads   “A+   Online  
Registration.”   Click   there.   You   may   choose   to   watch   an   introductory   video   that   will   walk   you  
through   the   process.   Once   you   start,   to   enroll   your   child   in   preschool,   enter   your   information   and  
under   schools,   find   the   one   named   “preschool.”    At   that   time,   a   preschool   staff   member   will   call  
and   walk   you   through   the   registration   process.  
 
Q:   When   can   I   finish   registering   my   child   for   kinder?   Is   the   school   office   going   to   be  
open?   
A:   All   of   our   offices   remain   closed   due   to   the   pandemic.   For   registration,   parents   may   coordinate  
with   site   staff   by   telephone,   or   may   turn   in   documents   by   appointment   only.   A   staff   member   from  
your   school   will   contact   you   with   instructions   on   how   and   where   to   drop   off   your   paperwork.  
Please   be   patient,   our   staff   is   working   diligently   to   get   to   everyone.   
 



Q:   How   will   I   know   if   my   child   was   accepted,   if   the   school   still   needs   the   physical   exam  
and   there   are   no   appointments?  
A:   Our   staff   is   working   diligently   to   answer   everyone’s   questions.   Please   be   patient   and  
someone   will   call   you   in   the   next   few   days.   
 
Q:   Before   school   starts   on   August   5,   will   there   be   an   orientation   on   expectations,   routine,  
and   number   of   hours   of   instruction   per   day?   With   teachers   or   individually?   
A:   In-person   orientations   will   be   provided   for   TK   and   K   students   by   appointment   only.   Each  
school   will   contact   parents   individually   
 
Q:   We   need   better   communication   with   teachers.   It   would   be   a   good   plan   for   more  
parent/teacher   support   meetings   early...help   to   foster   a   collective   idea   of   what   the  
day/week/   year   will   look   like.  
A:   The   Education   Department,   together   with   the   Technology   Department,   is   in   the   process   of  
purchasing   a   new   app   that   will   allow   for   direct   communication   between   teachers   and   parents.  
Although   some   teachers   and   parents   are   comfortable   with   other   apps,   the   District’s   selection  
was   based   on   accessibility.   Teacher   Connect   is   already   synchronized   with   the   District’s  
enrollment   system,   which   will   allow   for   a   smooth   transition   and   easy   connectivity.   Teacher  
Connect   will   be   operational   in   the   next   few   weeks.   
 
Q:   When   will   we   know   our   child’s   teacher?   Will   the   teacher   send   us   a   message   before   the  
start   of   school?   
A:   Teachers   will   begin   contacting   their   students   as   soon   as   they   receive   their   lists.   Teachers   will  
be   making   phone   calls.   Schools   are   also   sending   letters,   and/or   recorded   messages   via   Seesaw  
and/or   Google   Classroom.  
 
Q:   Will   the   District   provide   instructional   supplies   to   students?  
A:   Students   will   receive   the   tools   needed   for   remote   instruction   including   basic   school   supplies.  
During   this   time,   the   most   important   tool   for   the   students   is   their   chromebook.   
 
Q:   It   would   be   better   for   my   first   grader   to   get   packets.   It’s   too   hard   for   him   to   connect   on  
the   computer.   Will   we   be   able   to   have   packets   for   students   in   TK?   Technology   is   difficult  
for   them.  
A:   It   is   important   that   young   children   become   familiar   with   the   technology   they’ll   have   to  
continue   using   for   the   rest   of   their   educational   journey.   At   this   time   we   will   not   be   providing  
paper   packets   for   students   in   TK.   
 



 
Q:   The   online   distance   learning   last   year   was   a   disaster!   What   improvements   have   been  
made?  
A:   The   Alisal   Union   School   District   was   forced   to   close   all   schools   in   March   with   little   notice   and  
hardly   any   preparation.   Still,   many   teachers   were   able   to   start   online   instruction   the   following  
Monday,   and   many   continued   teaching   through   the   Spring   break.   We   realize   instruction   was   a  
bit   uneven   throughout   the   District,   and   while   some   families   had   a   great   experience   with   their  
students’   teachers,   we   still   have   a   ways   to   go.   We   are   making   every   effort   to   ensure   all   teachers  
have   the   tools   and   instruction   they   need   in   order   to   provide   the   best   education   possible   to   all   our  
students.   
 

 
 

KINDER  
 
Q:   Is   kinder   a   required   school   grade   in   order   to   enter   the   1st   grade?  
A:   Kinder   is   not   required   in   the   state   of   California.   However,   students   who   skip   kinder   and   other  
early   childhood   education   opportunities,   such   as   preschool,   will   likely   risk   falling   behind  
academically,   particularly   in   reading.   In   addition,   children   will   not   be   as   well   socialized   as   their  
peers.   Here’s   info   on   the   requirements   for   kinder   from   the   state:  
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/kindergartenfaq.asp  
 
Q:   Will   kinder   also   be   remote   instruction?   Will   teachers   be   offering   an   interactive   lesson  
or   just   posting   assignments   and   saying   here   this   is   what   you   do?   
A:   All   grades,   including   TK   and   Kindergarten   will   have   interactive   lessons.  
 
Q:   Will   there   be   TK?   Is   TK   considered   preschool?   
A:   TK   is   a   two   year   Kindergarten   program   for   children   who   have   birth   dates   from   September   2  
through   December   2.    As   with   Kindergarten,   children   benefit   from   early   academics.  
 
 
Q:   What   is   the   plan   for   keeping   preschool   students   safe?   
A:   The   department   of   Social   Services   has   a   protocol   that   must   be   followed   for   cleaning   and  
safety.    Parents   will   have   a   parent   orientation   and   at   the   orientation    parents    can   see   if   the  
program   will   meet   the   needs   of   their   child.  
 
Q:   Can   you   please   explain   why   preschool   is   going   back   with   in-person   learning   in  
August?  
A:   Preschool   children   need   the   social   aspect   of   school.    Some   of   the   activities   done   in   preschool  
are   not   possible   with   remote   learning.    It   is   the   parents   choice   to   send   the   child   to   preschool.  
There   is   an   option   for   100%   remote   instruction.  

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/kindergartenfaq.asp


 
Q:   Will   Special   Education   preschool   be   remote   instruction?   For   preschool   students,   can  
they   get   packets?   How   will   instruction   work   for   TK   students   who   do   not   have   an   IPAD   or  
a   computer?  
A:   Preschool   students   can   get   packets   if   they   register   for   preschool.   Special   Education   will  
review   each   child’s   needs   and   provide   instruction   accordingly.   All   students   at   Alisal   USD   receive  
chromebooks   to   facilitate   their   instruction.   
 
Q:   Will   teachers   have   video   calls   with   children?   How   many   students   will   be   online   at  
once?   If   there   are   too   many   students   at   once   it   will   be   very   difficult   for   Kinder   and   TK   to  
focus   on   the   teacher .  
A:   Preschool   teachers   will   see   children   once   a   week   and   set   up   a   schedule   to   make   contact   at  
other   times.    All   grades   will   have   live   interactions   daily.  
 
 
Q:   How   are   parents   who   work   12   hour   days   supposed   to   teach   pre-kindergarten?   How  
will   students   that   are   attending   kinder   going   to   receive   proper   help?   
A:   We   know   the   work   it   takes   for   preschool   children   to   be   taught   pre-reading   and   math   skills,  
that   is   one   of   the   reasons   general   education   preschool   will   be   in   class   one   day   a   week.  
 
Q:   Please   explain   the   reasoning   for   preschool   students   returning   to   in   class   instruction  
in   August.  
A:   Children   3-4   are   not   developmentally   ready   to   learn   entirely   through   remote   instruction.    As  
we   have   experienced   this   pandemic,   child   care   centers   have   stayed   open.    The   Department   of  
Social   Services   has   created   protocols   to   keep   children   and   staff   safe.    AUSD   will   be   following   all  
safety   guidelines   in   the   licensed   preschool   rooms.    Parents   who   do   not   feel   safe   have   the   option  
to   register   for   packets.    This   is   a   family   choice   and   AUSD   will   support   the   decision   made   by   the  
family.   
 

DEVICES  
 
Q   How   will   we   know   when   students   are   getting   their   chromebooks?   How   are   we   going   to  
get   devices   for   kinder?   
A:   Your   school   will   be   contacting   parents   for   distribution.  
 
Q:   The   keys   on   my   child’s   chromebook   don’t   work.   Will   (technicians)   be   able   to   fix  
laptops   before   school   starts?   
A:   For   any   student/parent   needing   tech   support   for   their   child's   Chromebook   or   hotspot,    please  
fill   out   a   request   on   our   website.   This   is   the   page   to   go   to    https://www.alisal.org/Page/3541  
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alisal.org%2FPage%2F3541%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3OFDN12yqklkERVtlyOzcNmG33tSae1dQu3EdBV7s6qizGGmeKp16TstQ&h=AT1C4jDZI-zZNUiRXorpaOmBJ_daX6ylGBr8o1Is4IzstClyn7TQtEfEjwi-P2iXy3IJE97qRVii0dzAmBeu08_5EJEfwp5bdndqMcrIzpTWiu6UXmbUdn2OV-Xkv4kSRDu2uXrwC-iAjGDTg69GcmY&__tn__=R-R


Q:   Will   students   get   a   new   password   to   access   computer   programs?   My   daughter   is  
entering   5th   grade .   Only   students   who   are   entering   the   third   grade   will   need   new   passwords.  
Those   passwords   will   be   provided   by   the   student’s   teacher   at   the   beginning   of   the   school   year.   
 
Q:   How   will   the   district   track   the   students'   chromebook   if   they   are   transferring   from   one  
school   to   another   to   make   sure   they   can   log   on   correctly?    Devices   are   registered   to   each  
individual   student   and   their   information   follows   them   wherever   they   go   within   the   Alisal   Union  
School   District.   
 
Q:   My   children   are   in   the   after   school   program   and   since   last   Tuesday   they   have   not   been  
able   to   connect   online   because   of   issues   with   their   computer.   How   do   I   get   in   touch   with  
tech   support?  
A:   For   any   student/parent   needing   tech   support   for   their   child's   Chromebook   or   hotspot   please  
fill   out   a   request   on   our   website.   This   is   the   page   to   go   to    https://www.alisal.org/Page/3541  
 
Q:   Can   we   use   a   device   provided   by   the   parents?   Or   will   we   have   to   use   the  
chromebooks   given   by   the   school   the   past   year?   
A:   Students   need   to   use   District-provided   Chromebooks   because   these   are   loaded   with   all   the  
required   applications   used   for   instruction.   Due   to   security   concerns,   the   District   is   not   able   to  
install   these   apps   in   private   computers.   
 

When   will   this   end?   
 
Q:   When   will   the   board   revisit   the   discussion   around   returning   to   school   using   the   hybrid  
plan?   
A:   Alisal   Superintendent   Jim   Koenig   and   his   cabinet   members,   working   in   conjunction   with   local  
health   authorities,   are   constantly   monitoring   health   indicators   to   help   assess   when   it’d   be  
appropriate   to   move   to   in-person   instruction.   On   July   17,   2020,   Calif.   Gov.   Gavin   Newsom  
ordered   that   “schools   located   in   counties   that   are   on   the    Monitoring   List    must   not   physically  
open   for   in-person   instruction   until   their   county   has   come   off   the   monitoring   list   for   14  
consecutive   days”.   Monterey   County   has   been   on   the   Monitoring   List   since   July   2.   
 
 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alisal.org%2FPage%2F3541%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3OFDN12yqklkERVtlyOzcNmG33tSae1dQu3EdBV7s6qizGGmeKp16TstQ&h=AT1C4jDZI-zZNUiRXorpaOmBJ_daX6ylGBr8o1Is4IzstClyn7TQtEfEjwi-P2iXy3IJE97qRVii0dzAmBeu08_5EJEfwp5bdndqMcrIzpTWiu6UXmbUdn2OV-Xkv4kSRDu2uXrwC-iAjGDTg69GcmY&__tn__=R-R
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID19CountyDataTable.aspx

